A crotoxin homolog from the venom of the Uracoan rattlesnake (Crotalus vegrandis).
A major protein toxin from the venom of Crotalus vegrandis was examined by gel filtration, anion-exchange chromatography, and SDS polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. The toxin was separated into several isoforms by ion-exchange chromatography and spontaneously dissociated into free acidic and basic subunits, mimicking the behavior of crotoxin. Rabbit antisera raised against crotoxin reacted strongly in enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays with the intact C. vegrandis toxin isoforms and their basic subunits, and formed precipitin lines of identity with intact crotoxin in double immunodiffusion gels. These results indicate that vegrandis toxin is strongly homologous with crotoxin from the venom of Crotalus durissus terrificus.